May 2020

Note from editors
We have brought together updates from a number of village organisations in this online
version of the May 2020 issue of the newsletter as we are unable to deliver Copmanthorpe
Village Newsletter to your door at the moment due to the coronavirus outbreak and current
Government guidelines aimed at limiting the spread of the virus.
Please note that it is not possible to include the advertising pages in this online version.
While the restrictions are in place, we will continue to produce a monthly online version of the
newsletter and make it available via the Copmanthorpe Parish Council website.

Deadline for June issue
Please send any items for the June issue of the newsletter by email to
editorcopvillnews@gmail.com by 10 May.

Weekly Village Newsletter
In an effort to bring together the latest information about what’s happening in Copmanthorpe
during the coronavirus outbreak, the Village Newsletter team has created a list of useful
contacts and information for residents,
also added to the Parish Council website.
This list will be updated as amendments
are received, please let us know if
anything needs changing or adding.

Contact us
To include an item in either the monthly
or weekly newsletter please contact the editorial team by email or call Katie Betts on 07786
308061 or Peter Whitfield on 709133
editorcopvillnews@gmail.com
With best wishes to all Copmanthorpe residents.
Stay safe,
Katie and Peter
Copmanthorpe Newsletter Editorial Team
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Copmanthorpe Covid-19 Support Group
The Parish Council, City Cllr David Carr and
Churches Together in Copmanthorpe
(Copmanthorpe Methodist Church, St Giles’ Church
and Peace of Cake)
We are a group of volunteers in the village who are ready to help
people who are self-isolating or quarantined. We do not ask for
anything in return, we simply believe in helping one another.
For example, we can assist with:
Shopping for essentials

Collecting medication

A friendly phone call
Posting urgent letters

Walking the dog

Please be aware, our volunteers will never enter your home, nor
will they take money from you before providing the goods you have
requested.

If you would like to speak to us or need help and support, please
ring the community mobile on 07871 781052 between the hours of
9am and 12 noon, seven days a week, or you can email
copmanthorpecovid19@gmail.com.
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Copmanthorpe Village Newsletter – May 2020
Dear friends,
If you are anything like me, the situation we find ourselves in (at the time of writing)
leaves us with questions and uncertainty. No matter what our circumstances we
always need wisdom. Perhaps that is particularly true of our present circumstances.
I believe that God’s Word can be our source for wisdom and for revelation and the
instruction we need to receive from Him. But you would expect that of me. I believe it
is through His words that we are given insight into His ways and so into His will for us.
Then our actions can express the truth we have received from Him, the wisdom we
have been given, so that we do what is right, just and fair in His eyes. This knowledge
we can pass on to others by example as well as by our words.
As it always does, the much beleaguered NHS has really stepped up to the plate and
many staff are laying their lives on the line to care for those hit by the virus. While we
may find ourselves living in a certain amount of uncertainty, we have also been
blessed to see so many people coming forward to volunteer to help wherever they
can. This is evident in our nation, but also more locally in our village. The way folk
have stepped forward to do whatever they can is a true testament to the community
that exists in our village. I salute you all. Those that need this help – and who knows,
it could be any one of us if the situation gets worse, are truly grateful and appreciative.
It is at times like this that we look for certainty: something which we can hold on to
when everything else seems to be changing around us; a rock that provides us with a
firm foundation in the midst of the swirling storms of life.
I hold on to God – He is my unchanging rock that holds me firm even when times are
hard. Who or what provides you with that stability when everything else is up for
grabs?
I am praying for each of us in the midst of this situation.
May God keep you safe.

Geoff
Vicar of Copmanthorpe

The opinions and information expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and
are not endorsed or confirmed as being accurate by the editorial team.
General Data Protection Regulations – the Copmanthorpe Village Newsletter committee
has an agreed “Privacy Policy” prepared under the terms of the General Data Protection
Regulations. A copy can be obtained from George Wood by email or call 702602
georgewood46@hotmail.com
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Churches Together in Copmanthorpe (CTC) – Local Ecumenical Partnership
The Churches in the village are still very much alive and active despite church buildings being
closed and public worship not possible.
We are pleased to confirm that we are now offering online worship and other worship resources
that can be forwarded to villagers. Please check out our websites and Facebook pages for details
or get in touch with any of the church leaders below for more details.
There are also other opportunities to connect online including.
Church of England: www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online/virtualservices/virtual-services
We have been working in partnership with community groups to provide support to those selfisolating and in need. The Copmanthorpe Covid 19 Support Group can be contacted on 07871
781052 or copmanthorpecovid19@gmail.com
Our church offices are currently closed and our regular events suspended but you can still get in
touch with us on the contact numbers and email addresses below and please check our websites
for information about online services and other resources.
For St Giles’ enquiries

Revd Geoff Mumford, 707716, mobile 07980 569450,
email: vicar@stgileschurchcopmanthorpe.org
Revd Glenda Webb, 07871 241933, email: glenda@stgileschurchcopmanthorpe,org
Website: www.stgileschurchcopmanthorpe.org Find us on Facebook
For Methodist Church enquiries
Revd Helen Freeston, 594460, email: helenfreeston1958@gmail.com
Revd Steve Barlow, 709713, email: revsmbarlow@gmail.com
Website: www.copmanthorpemethodist.org.uk Find us on Facebook
Praying for our village
We continue to pray … the following streets will be prayed for by Churches Together in
Copmanthorpe on these dates:
3 May
10 May
17 May
24 May
31 May

Ostlers Close, Farriers Croft.
Wattlers Close, Hatters Close, Herdsmans Drive
Main Street, School Lane, The Youth Club, Templars Court, Manor House Gardens
Tadcaster Road, Weavers Park, Weavers Close, Smithson Court
College Road, The Link, Manor Heath.

If you would like any specific confidential prayer, please don't hesitate to contact either: Rev’ds
Glenda, Helen, Geoff or Steve. One of our pastoral visitors will be happy to speak to anyone on
request. Just contact us on the numbers above.
Or you could use one of these help lines: Premier Lifeline 0300 1110101, UCB Prayer Line
01782 363 000 or The Samaritan Helpline 116 123.
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Copmanthorpe Branch Yorkshire Countrywomen’s Association
Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month.
Obviously in the light of the current situation we have no option but to cancel
all our meetings and outings for the foreseeable future. However, we look
forward to seeing you all again when things return to normal.
In the meantime if there are any problems or you need help in any way
please do not hesitate to get in touch with Gillian, telephone 704992.

Copmanthorpe WI
inspiring women since 1924
Whilst we cannot meet up right now, we’re trying different ways of keeping in
touch, including Zoom meetings and WhatsApp video calls. You can access the
meetings free of charge by clicking on the link we’ll give you.
We’ve got great things on our Facebook and Twitter pages and another option for inspiration is
Unofficial WI on Facebook – a free Zoom catch up goes on Monday to Friday at 10.00am.
No shortage of ideas and a good way of keeping in touch and meeting new people!
For further information about any of the above, please email: copmanthorpewi@gmail.com or ring
Rachael on 07941 384233.
Copmanthorpe Women’s Institute

@CopmanthorpeWI

Virtual Chattercraft
ChatterCraft now meets on Zoom every Wednesday at 10.00am. Bring your tea and crafts
– always optional - to a table and screen near you. For the Meeting ID and Password, please ring
Rachael on 07941 384233 or contact copmanthorpewi@gmail.com.
We also have a WhatsApp group for ChatterCraft – if you’d like to join in, please send your mobile
phone number to Rachael as above.

Teddies for Tragedies update
Jean Mellors writes: not been able to send the teddies we’ve collected to the collection point because
of the current restrictions, but I want to thank everyone for the knitting and crafting they’ve done, and
wish everybody safety through this terrible time. I’ll be in touch again when things get back to normal.

Copmanthorpe Library
All our events have been suspended for
the time being but in the meantime it is
possible to access some of our services
via the Explore Library website at
https://www.exploreyork.org.uk/coronavirus/

Contact us
Twitter: follow us @coplibrary
Facebook: follow our page Copmanthorpe
Library
Email: copmanthorpe@exploreyork.org.uk

Get information and support during the Coronavirus crisis
Join the library online
Borrow ebooks and eaudiobooks for free
Visit our new York Images site and explore the history of the city through photographs,
illustrations, maps and archival documents
Start your family tree and find reliable information about everything on our Online
Reference pages
We are looking at other ways we can support you as you Stay Safe at Home so look out for
regular updates.
Stay at Home: Reading links to bookish things for readers and book groups.
Questions you may have
Do you have other questions? You can email us and we’ll get back to you.
All books have been renewed until 30th June and no fines will be applied.
We hope everyone is staying safe

THE “BAKE IT, MAKE IT, GROW IT, SHOW IT” SHOW
Due to the current Coronavirus crisis, the Copmanthorpe Horticultural Show
planned to be held in the Methodist Church Halls on Saturday 11 July is
cancelled.
These are difficult times and we shall have to wait and see what the future
holds.
Keep safe and well.
David Whiteman
Secretary, Copmanthorpe Horticultural Show
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Panda Playgroup, Sticky Mitts & Tiny Tots
www.pandaplaygroup.co.uk
07716 653801

pandaplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk

A KINGDOM OF ISOLATION…!
Well, wow. What a lot happened in the last month. We hope you are all doing ok and staying
safe. Mostly… WE MISS YOU ALL!!!!!
Our doors may be closed, and our staff are in
furlough, but we’re still manning the Facebook
pages for Panda Playgroup and for Sticky Mitts.
We’d love to hear what you’ve been up to and/or
even see some pics. Please do keep in touch.
Lynne is adding great ideas of ways to entertain
the little ones, and updates on the Sprouts garden
– it’s definitely worth a follow.
Also – if you’re clearing out those cupboards and
find any old pics of Panda from days-gone-by, we’d
love to see them ahead of our 40th birthday bash
next year!
Email pandaplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
Self-Isolating and Social Distancing = hitting the online shops?
Did you know that you can support Panda Playgroup whilst shopping online? Just register with
easyfundraising, where over 4,000 online retailers including Just Eat, Now TV, uSwitch,
Domino's Pizza and Audible are ready to give a free donation every time you shop online.
Sign up here: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stickypanda/?
utm_campaign=raise-more
Now you can definitely order that pizza guilt-free!
Most of all we just wish health and happiness to all of you in this strange time. We can’t wait to
hear what you’ve all been up to! If you need any inspiration, we recommend:
York Mumbler - https://york.mumbler.co.uk/
The Five Minute Mum - https://fiveminutemum.com/
Family Corner from the Early Years Alliance - https://www.familycorner.co.uk/
STAY SAFE!

Tennis Club
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Message from Graeme, Chairman of Copmanthorpe Tennis Club
To all members of CTC, all people in Copmanthorpe and surrounding areas. I hope you are
staying well in this difficult time and coping with not playing tennis but also with everything else
we normally do.
Hopefully we will back to normality in the foreseeable future and will be finally able to officially
open and then play on our brand new painted courts. Keep well and stay safe
May update from Jane Jones: Uncertain times for us all but for me, certainly
this is my final newsletter. After 3 ½ years the time came last month for me
to resign from being the Club Secretary and member of the Committee of
the tennis club. During that time there have been so many good things
happen which have been shared with you:
The new courts (thanks to husband Mike for getting the ball rolling, Dave Kershaw and Graham
Garbutt for putting things in place and the Rec for coming on board with huge support from their
treasurer Bill Marsh)
The refurbished clubhouse (thanks to those who helped but special thanks to the wonderful
Return to Tennis lot who made it all possible).
The relationship with Copmanthorpe Junior School, every child from Year 1 to Year 6 is/has had
lessons with our professional coach, Duncan (thanks to Harriet Smith for arranging so
competently and for Copmanthorpe Junior School for allowing us to reach out to young people).
The easy to understand and friendly website (thanks to Jenny Davis who has spent many hours
sorting this out).
The list goes on – fundraising, Scarecrow weekend, competitions, coaching etc etc.
Already mentioned above but need a special ‘extra’; thanks to the Return to Tennis group who
are, I think, my biggest success. Up to 12 people go down on a Monday and Thursday morning
for some mixed tennis of all standards, competitive yes, socially inclusive very much so. We are
waiting for you to join us (when we can play again of course)!
Just because I am no longer writing on paper does not mean that I will not be around the courts,
they are now part of me. Hopefully you will come down as well and be made welcome, whatever
standard. Membership details are available on our website www.coptennis.com or
email info@coptennis.com.
All the best to everyone during this difficult time, maybe, just maybe, the courts will soon be
open and we can again start playing this wonderful game called tennis .

8

Peace Of Cake
Wishing you all a Happy Easter from the team at Peace of Cake.
Missing our Sundays together but we hope you are all keeping safe and well .It's a very
different Easter this year, but the message remains the same. "He is Risen!"
We were reminded of these words at our last virtual team meeting."God is our refuge and
strength,always ready to help in times of trouble,so we will not
fear....the Lord Almighty is here among us".
We hope to see you all again when the café is able to reopen.
God bless.

Copmanthorpe Bowling Club
Peter Tooze writes: I started this newsletter to welcome you all to come and try your hand at
bowls on our village lawn bowling green. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions rightly imposed by
the government in this national emergency, I am having to say that the bowling club will be closed
until we get the all clear … hopefully later on in the summer but who knows?
Copmanthorpe bowling green was built largely by residents of our village and an incredible
amount of work has gone into its upkeep for the last 38 years to maintain this excellent facility. I
am confident our volunteer ground crew will ensure it is returned to its former high standard after
this time has passed and again be available for residents of the village and surrounding area.
It is now the beginning of April as I write and who knows, if you see us playing bowls on our green
then the restrictions will have been lifted and please come over to introduce yourself. My name is
Peter Tooze and myself and others will then be there every Thursday 12.00 – 2.00 pm for the rest
of the season to welcome any of you who would like to give it a try. Your first four sessions are
free and then if you would like to continue we will invite you to join our club; it’s that easy.
Take care and when these difficult times are over I look forward to meeting you

‘Keep your pet’ service continuing during coronavirus
Ann Petherick writes: Keep Your Pet (KYP) will aim to continue to support the health and welfare
of vulnerable pet owners in York throughout this crisis, with the help
of our amazing volunteers. We recognise how especially important
the company and security of a pet can be at this time, not least in
maintaining a routine and sense of normality.
We hope to continue offering our full range of services but there may
be some changes to how we deliver support, to comply with Government guidance and instructions. To ensure
everyone's safety these changes will be tailored to the individual circumstances of the volunteer
and pet owner.

All current service users have been contacted to advise any changes that affect them and to find
out if they have any additional support needs at this time. All enquiries for a new service or urgent
requirement should be made to Keep Your Pet on 01904 866070.
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The Parish Council meeting for May will be on 12 May at 7.30pm either at Howell Hall (if
restrictions are lifted in time) or via video conference, this will be preceded by a meeting of the
Planning Committee at 7pm. An interim meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on 26
May again, either at Howell Hall or via video conference.
The Parish Clerk, Mrs P D Greenwell, can be contacted via email copmanpc@gmail.com and
by telephone on 01904 801822.
Website: www.copmanthorpeparishcouncil.org.uk
Neighbourhood Plan: www.plan4copmanthorpe.org.uk

Recreation Centre news
Martin Pickard writes: The Football season has come to a premature end. The cricket season
has not started. The Tennis Club has abandoned its summer activities as has the Bowling Club
and the Sports Club and the Sports Hall are closed until further notice. The Recreation Centre is
deserted except for lone individuals who attend to cut the grass in complete isolation. This is the
Spring of 2020, the year of Covid-19, the year when everything stopped.
The Covid-19 virus can only survive if it can find a human host which is why it is essential for
humans to stay at a safe distance from each other, too far away to enable the virus to cross from
one to the other. That is why the Recreation Centre is closed. We repeat the Government’s
advice; stay at home except for essentials, keep at least two metres apart from anyone you meet
and thereby protect the NHS and save lives.
With their playing seasons abandoned, the sports clubs face a collapse in their income so the
Recreation Centre has decided that this year it will not collect the contributions it normally
collects from the sports clubs and user groups. It is also giving sympathetic consideration to
requests from its commercial tenants to waive the payment of the rent under their leases for the
next three months. The Recreation Centre’s objects include supporting the users of the Centre
and the Recreation Centre also recognises that it is vital for its future that it ensures the survival
of its commercial tenants who provide it with the bulk of its income.
The Carnival Committee has announced that the 2020 Carnival has been cancelled so at the
moment all the Recreation Centre’s sources of income have dried up and it is having to rely on
its reserves to fund its essential expenditure.
Since everything else has stopped as a result of the Government Coronavirus lockdown, there is
nothing else to report at the moment.
Please don’t visit the Recreation Centre until the lockdown is over, observe the
Government’s advice and keep safe.
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Copmanthorpe Carnival – important announcement

Alan Murray, Carnival Chairman, writes: It is with great regret that on
behalf of the Copmanthorpe Carnival Committee, I must announce the
2020 Carnival will no longer go ahead as planned, on 4 July due to
public health concerns linked with the Coronavirus (Covid-19).
We have reluctantly decided to postpone the Carnival until Saturday 3
July 2021.
Understandably, you will be disappointed, as indeed we are, but the
health and well-being of all who make the Carnival happen must come first – from the general
public, performers, stall holders, food outlets, attraction providers, contractors, to all our amazing
volunteers – we want to keep you safe.
Although the Covid-19 situation is fluid and uncertain, it is only correct that we all follow the advice
and direction of the Government and NHS, and at this time, it appears the social restrictions may
not be lifted in time for the event. Furthermore, to delay this decision by a couple of months could
result in significant financial losses for the Charity, which would in turn impact on the recreational
clubs / businesses who depend on it.
We will in the coming days contact all our providers with further information.
I, along with the committee, wish you all well and look forward to seeing you in 2021 where we will
have the biggest and best carnival to date.
Stay at home, protect our NHS, save lives.

